
JavaScript API

Soup to Nuts
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Introduction

§ Web Developer

§ LinkedIn

§ JavaScript API Author

http://www.linkedin.com/in/jakobheuser
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A Whole Lot in 45 Minutes

§ JavaScript Crash Course
§ LinkedIn's JavaScript API
§ How to Get an API Key
§ Sign in with LinkedIn
§ Retrieve a Profile
§ Get the Current User's Connections
§ Search LinkedIn
§ Raw API Calls (POST/PUT)
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Resources

§ http://developer.linkedin.com
– Developer Forums
– API Documentation

§ http://linkd.in/jsapi-s2n
– Code samples from today
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https://email.corp.linkedin.com/owa/redir.aspx?C=c37ed33fd758412db2b647e3f2fbe70b&URL=http%3a%2f%2flinkd.in%2fjsapi-s2n
https://email.corp.linkedin.com/owa/redir.aspx?C=c37ed33fd758412db2b647e3f2fbe70b&URL=http%3a%2f%2flinkd.in%2fjsapi-s2n


JavaScript Crash Course

§ JavaScript Crash Course
§ LinkedIn's JavaScript API
§ How to Get an API Key
§ Sign in with LinkedIn
§ Retrieve a Profile
§ Get the Current User's Connections
§ Search LinkedIn
§ Raw API Calls (POST/PUT)
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JavaScript

§ ECMA Script (Syntactically similar to C++/Java)
§ Runs in Browsers (and now on servers too)
§ Also drives interaction on the client
§ Gained traction in 2004 through "Web 2.0"
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LinkedIn's JavaScript API

§ JavaScript Crash Course
§ LinkedIn's JavaScript API
§ How to Get an API Key
§ Sign in with LinkedIn
§ Retrieve a Profile
§ Get the Current User's Connections
§ Search LinkedIn
§ Raw API Calls (POST/PUT)
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LinkedIn's JavaScript API

§ HTML 5 Compliant
§ Familiar HTML and JS Syntax
§ Shortcuts for common REST endpoints
§ RAW REST support
§ Copy/Paste Quick Start
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Adoption

§ Launched October 6, 2010
§ Still in Early Access / Feedback Stage
§ Hundreds of Developers
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Getting an API Key

§ JavaScript Crash Course
§ LinkedIn's JavaScript API
§ How to Get an API Key
§ Sign in with LinkedIn
§ Retrieve a Profile
§ Get the Current User's Connections
§ Search LinkedIn
§ Raw API Calls (POST/PUT)
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Getting an API Key

11



Getting an API Key
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Getting an API Key
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Getting an API Key
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Getting an API Key

§ API Key: Used to make requests
§ API Secret: not needed
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Sign in With LinkedIn

§ JavaScript Crash Course
§ LinkedIn's JavaScript API
§ How to Get an API Key
§ Sign in with LinkedIn
§ Retrieve a Profile
§ Get the Current User's Connections
§ Search LinkedIn
§ Raw API Calls (POST/PUT)
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Sign in with LinkedIn
<!DOCTYPE>
<html>
<head>
  <title>LinkedIn JavaScript API</title>
  <script type="text/javascript" src="http://platform.linkedin.com/in.js">
    api_key: 7TUS2_LeCD_vLuUE0L9ew35dh-tYtWkZDk4lQm6LYbcdVXgRELNWUMxl
    authorize: false
  </script>
</head>
<body>
  <script type="IN/Login">
    Logged in as <?js= firstName ?> <?js= lastName ?>
  </script>
</body>
</html>
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Sign in with LinkedIn
<!DOCTYPE>
<html>
<head>
  <title>LinkedIn JavaScript API</title>
  <script type="text/javascript" src="http://platform.linkedin.com/in.js">
    api_key: 7TUS2_LeCD_vLuUE0L9ew35dh-tYtWkZDk4lQm6LYbcdVXgRELNWUMxl
    authorize: false
  </script>
</head>
<body>
  <script type="IN/Login">
    Logged in as <?js= firstName ?> <?js= lastName ?>
  </script>
</body>
</html>
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Sign in with LinkedIn

§ api_key: The API Key received during signup on 
developer.linkedin.com

§ authorize: Either "true" or "false". If "false", the 
user will not be automatically logged in for API 
calls.
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Sign in with LinkedIn
<!DOCTYPE>
<html>
<head>
  <title>LinkedIn JavaScript API</title>
  <script type="text/javascript" src="http://platform.linkedin.com/in.js">
    api_key: 7TUS2_LeCD_vLuUE0L9ew35dh-tYtWkZDk4lQm6LYbcdVXgRELNWUMxl
    authorize: false
  </script>
</head>
<body>
  <script type="IN/Login">
    Logged in as <?js= firstName ?> <?js= lastName ?>
  </script>
</body>
</html>
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Sign in with LinkedIn

§ data-onAuth: Name of a function to run when 
the user authorizes your site

§ data-onLogout: Name of a function to run when 
the user logs off your site and LinkedIn
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Sign in with LinkedIn
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Retrieve a Profile

§ JavaScript Crash Course
§ LinkedIn's JavaScript API
§ How to Get an API Key
§ Sign in with LinkedIn
§ Retrieve a Profile
§ Get the Current User's Connections
§ Search LinkedIn
§ Raw API Calls (POST/PUT)
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Retrieve a Profile
<script type="IN/Login" data-onAuth="getProfile">
  Logged in as <?js= firstName ?> <?js= lastName ?>
</script>

24



Retrieve a Profile
function getProfile() {
  IN.API.Profile("url=http://www.linkedin.com/in/jakobheuser")
  .fields("firstName", "lastName", "industry", "distance", "summary")
  .result(function(res) {
    var user = res.values[0],
        tmpl = ["<p>{firstName} {lastName} works in ",
                "the {industry} industry. You are {distance} degree(s) ",
                "away in the network. What follows is their summary.",
                "</p><p>{summary}</p>"].join("");
    
    for (var name in user) {
      tmpl = tmpl.replace(new RegExp("{"+name+"}", "g"), user[name]);
    }
    
    document.getElementById("profile").innerHTML = tmpl;
  });
}
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Retrieve a Profile
function getProfile() {
  IN.API.Profile("url=http://www.linkedin.com/in/jakobheuser")
  .fields("firstName", "lastName", "industry", "distance", "summary")
  .result(function(res) {
    var user = res.values[0],
        tmpl = ["<p>{firstName} {lastName} works in ",
                "the {industry} industry. You are {distance} degree(s) ",
                "away in the network. What follows is their summary.",
                "</p><p>{summary}</p>"].join("");
    
    for (var name in user) {
      tmpl = tmpl.replace(new RegExp("{"+name+"}", "g"), user[name]);
    }
    
    document.getElementById("profile").innerHTML = tmpl;
  });
}
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IN.API.Profile(1).fields(2).result(3)

(1) The member IDs to get:
(1) url=http://www.linkedin.com/in/jakobheuser
(2) mx_82djaa (member token)
(3) The keyword "me" (current user)
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IN.API.Profile(1).fields(2).result(3)

(1) The member IDs to get
(2) The fields to return:

(1) camelCase names
(2) http://developer.linkedin.com/docs/DOC-1061
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IN.API.Profile(1).fields(2).result(3)

(1) The member IDs to get
(2) The fields to return
(3) A callback function for the result (2 ways)

(1) The function itself
 OR
(1) The function itself
(2) A scope to run the function in
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IN.API.Profile(1).fields(2).result(3)

(1) The member IDs to get
(2) The fields to return
(3) A callback function for the result
(4) Additional Chained Methods

(1) .error() is identical to result() for errors
(2) .params() passes key-value pairs to the API
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.result(myFunction(r) {...}, [scope])

§ The variable "r" is a JavaScript Object
§ Contains "values" for collections of items
§ Similar to the XML REST API
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Get the Current User's Connections

§ JavaScript Crash Course
§ LinkedIn's JavaScript API
§ How to Get an API Key
§ Sign in with LinkedIn
§ Retrieve a Profile
§ Get the Current User's Connections
§ Search LinkedIn
§ Raw API Calls (POST/PUT)
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Get the Current User's Connections

<script type="IN/Login" data-onAuth="getProfile, getConnections">
  Logged in as <?js= firstName ?> <?js= lastName ?>
</script>
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Get the Current User's Connections

function getConnections() {
  IN.API.Connections("me")
  .fields("firstName", "lastName", "pictureUrl", "publicProfileUrl")
  .result(function(res) {
    var users = [], total = res.total, values=res.values
        tmpl = ['<li style="float: left;"><a href="{publicProfileUrl}">',
                '<img src="{pictureUrl}" alt="{firstName} {lastName}"/>',
                '</a></li>'].join("");    
    for (var name in user) {
      tmpl = tmpl.replace(new RegExp("{"+name+"}", "g"), user[name]);
    }
    
    document.getElementById("connections").innerHTML = tmpl;
  });
}
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Get the Current User's Connections

function getConnections() {
  IN.API.Connections("me")
  .fields("firstName", "lastName", "pictureUrl", "publicProfileUrl")
  .result(function(res) {
    var users = [], total = res.total, values=res.values
        tmpl = ['<li style="float: left;"><a href="{publicProfileUrl}">',
                '<img src="{pictureUrl}" alt="{firstName} {lastName}"/>',
                '</a></li>'].join("");    
    for (var name in user) {
      tmpl = tmpl.replace(new RegExp("{"+name+"}", "g"), user[name]);
    }
    
    document.getElementById("connections").innerHTML = tmpl;
  });
}
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IN.API.Connections()

§ Similar format to IN.API.Profile()
§ Supports .fields()
§ Supports .result() and .error()
§ Supports .params()

– count: The number of results to return
– start: Index to begin returning results at

§ http://developer.linkedin.com/docs/DOC-1004

36



Search LinkedIn

§ JavaScript Crash Course
§ LinkedIn's JavaScript API
§ How to Get an API Key
§ Sign in with LinkedIn
§ Retrieve a Profile
§ Get the Current User's Connections
§ Search LinkedIn
§ Raw API Calls (POST/PUT)
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Search LinkedIn
<script type="IN/Login" data-onAuth="getProfile, getConnections, doSearch">
  Logged in as <?js= firstName ?> <?js= lastName ?>
</script>
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Search LinkedIn
function getSearch() {
  var output = "";
  IN.API.PeopleSearch().fields("firstName", "lastName")
  .params({
    "current-company": "false",
    "company-name": "yahoo",
    "sort": "distance"
  })
  .result(function(res) {
    var values = res.people.values;
    for (var i = 0, len = values.length; i < len; i++) {
      var user = values[i];
      output += "<li>"+user.firstName+" "+user.lastName+"</li>";
    }
    
    document.getElementById("search").innerHTML = "<ul>"+output+"</ul>";
  });
}
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Search LinkedIn
function getSearch() {
  var output = "";
  IN.API.PeopleSearch().fields("firstName", "lastName")
  .params({
    "current-company": “true",
    "company-name": “linkedin",
    "sort": "distance"
  })
  .result(function(res) {
    var values = res.people.values;
    for (var i = 0, len = values.length; i < len; i++) {
      var user = values[i];
      output += "<li>"+user.firstName+" "+user.lastName+"</li>";
    }
    
    document.getElementById("search").innerHTML = "<ul>"+output+"</ul>";
  });
}
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IN.API.PeopleSearch()

§ Doesn't need ids passed in
§ Uses .params() for search settings

§ http://developer.linkedin.com/docs/DOC-1191
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Search LinkedIn

§ JavaScript Crash Course
§ LinkedIn's JavaScript API
§ How to Get an API Key
§ Sign in with LinkedIn
§ Retrieve a Profile
§ Get the Current User's Connections
§ Search LinkedIn
§ Raw API Calls (POST/PUT)
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RAW API Sample
function setCurrentStatus(status) {
  IN.API.Raw("/people/~/current-status")
  .method("PUT")
  .body('"'+status+'"')
  .result(function() {
    document.getElementById("updateStatus").innerHTML = status;
  });
}
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IN.API.Raw(1).method(2).body(3)...

(1) The raw REST url starting from
https://api.linkedin.com/v1

(1) Does not need to include GET parameters
(2) Requires the use of "~" for current user
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IN.API.Raw(1).method(2).body(3)...

(1) The raw REST url starting from
https://api.linkedin.com/v1

(2) The method (default is GET)
(1) POST
(2) PUT
(3) DELETE (if your browser supports it)
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IN.API.Raw(1).method(2).body(3)...

(1) The raw REST url starting from
https://api.linkedin.com/v1

(2) The method (default is GET)
(3) Your JSON-friendly body

(1) For POST/PUT
(2) Can also be a single primitive (like our status string)
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.body(3).params(4).result(5)

(4) Same as other APIs
(4) Will add key-value pairs to GET requests
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.body(3).params(4).result(5)

(4) Same as other APIs
(5) Same as other APIs

(1) .error() also supported
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LinkedIn Labs (linkedinlabs.com)

§ Collection of LinkedIn Hackday Winners
§ Cool ideas and inspiration
§ Working examples of the JavaScript APIs
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Resources

§ http://developer.linkedin.com
– Developer Forums
– API Documentation

§ http://linkd.in/jsapi-s2n
– Code samples from today
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https://email.corp.linkedin.com/owa/redir.aspx?C=c37ed33fd758412db2b647e3f2fbe70b&URL=http%3a%2f%2flinkd.in%2fjsapi-s2n
https://email.corp.linkedin.com/owa/redir.aspx?C=c37ed33fd758412db2b647e3f2fbe70b&URL=http%3a%2f%2flinkd.in%2fjsapi-s2n


JavaScript API

Soup to Nuts
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